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I ISIS OOCUBEtn CONTAINS INFORaATlQH ArFECBME THE NATIONAL 
1 OF THE UNITED STATES. WITHIN THE MEANING OF TITLE U. SECT 
9 AND TEA. OF THE * t. CODE. AS AMENDED. ITS TIAneniSMOH 
OF ITS CONTENTS TO OB RECEIPT ST AN ORAUTHORKEI 
I PROHIBITED ST LAW TIIB REPRODUCTION OF THIS HORN IS 



THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


25X1 Apart from the railroad cars which are designated as fit 

for transit operations*, there are others which are designated as convertible 
from standard to Russian gauge and vice versa. There are two methods of con- 
verting railroad cars. The older me, which is still used predominantly, 
entails e . change of wheel sets**. German railroad cars which can be converted 
in this way are marked with an "r" following the type designation of the cars, 
i.e., GCOftte* *agon)r s convertible boxcar; Or - convertible gondola car, 
etc./. The exact number of such cars in the DDR-RB is not known. However, 
it is believed that not more than five per cent of the various types of cars 
are convertible in this way. Another method of converting freight cars to 
Russian gauge entails the shifting of the wheel sets on their aisles by means 
of hydraulic plants until the gauge desired is reached. This procedure was 
developed in Czechoslovakia and Hungary in 19U9. However, it appears that this 
method has not yet been developed to the point There it can be generally intro- 
duced*-”*. It is not known whether the cars that can be converted in tMs, way 
have special markings. 


I Comment « The designation of a freight car as fit for transit (long 
«rtpr »na ny» mal) operations is not related to its convertibility to 

25X1 different gauges, nor is the number of axles a factor to be considered. A 

railroad car is considered to be fit for transit operations if it meets "HIV" 
requirements with regard to its measurements condition, and safety factors 
(brakes and lubricants) . These RJV regulations were included in an international 
agreement cm the use of rolling stock in European countries. The transit 
fitness of a railroad car is checked by the responsible national railroad 
authorities Then it enters a foreign country. Gars which are not up to inter- 
national requirements are returned, for this reason, cars to be dispatched 
out of a country oust be carefully checked with regard to their fitness for 
transit operations in order to avoid any danger of having them returned b: 
the neighboring country. The cars fit for transit operations do not differ 
in their mechanical parts from standard oars; they are simply cars which meet 
25X1 RIV requirements. 
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